The Relational and the Specific 


By Peter Hallward 


The Relational and the Specific 


‘A struggle prevails when its principles are clear.’ 
Robespierre 


Singularity and Relation - Transcendental Beings in Co-existent Fields 


The commencement of a class relation and its further abstraction in Marx is finally, the condition of possibility of a transcendental 
being-in-relation. This means that there is in reality only a co-relational reality, as opposed to the speculative materialist realism of 
pure singular beings and their radiating into a force of multiples as One. This then means a structure is finally a co-relational 
structure, of the abstract figure of the relation grasped by discourses of the state of the situation and its extensions into reality as 
its abstraction. The different levels of abstraction actually indicate a pure relational reality. 


Il. Excursus on Historical Relations 


First there is the universal sets of historical relations, such as that between national situations of say Algeria and India, as a set of 
national liberation struggles which creates a historical comparison based on relational realities. There is no non-relational nation 
as the Subaltern Studies indicates, some type of a prioris on national fragments or nation-states, even as Jamesonian renditions of 
national allegories, or Spivak’s ethics and national fragments as some type of primacy of post-colonial and postmodern Lyotardian 
differends. In its place a fully political anti-colonial analysis and praxis of relational concepts of yes even national independence, 
brings with it the much more refined space of Alain Badiou’s static models of state and state power oppressors and resisting 
subjects. This space is then the new rendition of post-Maoism, which fails at the fully relational structure of even set theory and 
Zermelo-Fraenkel mathematics. This means as opposed to the non-relational, evacuation of space into a Foucauldian exclusion 
and belonging as dynamic against the power set of the state, there is the simple exclusion of the people from the paradox of 
belonging and inclusion in sets and its excess of sub-sets, which then order a set of singularities and singletons, even power sets 
and structures, even situations which are infinite. 


In place of Badiou’s sophisticated analysis of state power, its spurious excess and the people all re-presented in class and subsets 
of class, a subject which is resistance to power, in a Foucauldian analytic of power and multiplicity of power relations, all of which 
are singularities and evental sites, which are spread across the axis of post-foundational theories of class and class relation, as 
simply the figures over their concrete relation. 


Principles of Prescriptive Politics and Equality as Axiom 


To order the world in sets of relations is then to re-organise those social relations in axiomatic prescriptions by the political 
subject. The subject subtracts itself from essentialised identities, including the statement on Sirohi’s critical discourse for “series 
and public opinion”, as the rendition of excrescent visions of reality itself. In place of this excrescent bourgeois set-up of Sirohian 
materialism in recent times, comes the far more adequate analysis of Alain Badiou’s intervention into a experimental situation of 
L'Organisation Politique and even interventions in MST in Brazil, and Palestinian Intifadas, and even CPIML in India, which order 


sets of social relational reality, even transcendental modes of appearances of the world in Zizek’s now outmoded Lacanianism, in 


surcharged excesses of the people over intellectual productions of planar spaces. 


Principles of a Dialectical Voluntarism: 


A dialectical materialist account of the situation and its state, is in actual fact historical re-orderings of primacy of 
subjective modes of politics over the objectivist centering of situations. 

Voluntarism is the principle of an axiom. 

Modes of politics are historical organisations of the subject. 

The subject is the affirmative negation, of either part or against, in Paul, Matthew and Mohammad. 

These principles are the positions of a militant body of truth, constructed among the people. 


The organisation of the people is a real, of a situation, which extends in infinite truth radiating out of the situation to its Universal - 


equality and justice. 


IV. From Mao Zedong to the CPIML, the infinite production of truth, subject and Event 


VII. 


The state is an apparatus of the dictatorship of the people 

The people are divided between class proletariat and bourgeoisie, which is a division among the people 

The correct handling of a contradiction is to retain the masses and expel the anti-people 

This division is a line made by the party 

The party is divisive and requires a partisan approach to its fundamental antagonism to the state and bourgeoisie 

The people are all participating in a equal justice 

Universality is not a principle of the state, but of a struggling universality in contingent particulars staining the universal 
by a class division and antagonism the cuts across the social body in a diagonalized decision either p or non-p, either you 


are with the people or against. 


